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At 900 am., March 16 this year, U3, Jecretary of Defense Cohen wisited the T3,
Havy's &Atsugl base in Kanagawa Prefecture In one of the base hangars that is called
Hangar 1430, there were gathered U3 military persornel and their family dependerts
atid Japatese etmplovees, tumbering several bondreds. In a driving tain that began early
in the morning, most of those gathering in the hangar were disenchanted. Early the day
before, Defense Agency Director General Tsutomu Kawara had wisited there as if to
malke an alibi.

The purpose of Cohen’s visit to Jap an was to hold preliminary negotiations with the
Japanese government on renewing a special measures agreement regarding Japan's
host nation supp oxt (or the so-called “symp athy hudgzet™) for U. 5. forces in Japan.

The current special agreem ert, which came into effect in 1972, iz due to terminate next
Match. The Japanese govertert has now already decided to scale back its HHNS tadget.
Zohetlsrole was to hold it in check.

The wisting Pentagon chief had another purpose, which was to wrge the Japanese
government to resolve the problem of hazardous smokestack emissions from a complex
of industrial waste incinerators operated by Exviro-T ech (Formerly knowrn as Shinkamp)
located south of the Ataagi base.

Dark sooty smoke, carried on the southeasiern wind, hits the Atsugihase’s high-rise
housing compound and iis day-care center every summer. Such a situation has
cottitmed for 12 wears Brian Murphy, an envirormental protection specialist at the
Atmgi baze, says "The total number of on-base hronchial and asthmatic patients
consuliing the clinic is three times larger that that at Tokesuka. Now, Atsugi is the
‘worst one’ among all U.5. military bases around the world . Growing impatient, the
headouatters of the U3, Maval Forces Japan in Vokosula urged the Japanese govertment
in Aungust 1997 to stop the incinerator facility's operation mmediately. Furthermore,
the U2 govermmernt lodged an official protest with the Japanese government. The
problem then seemed to dewelop into a diplomatic issue between Japan and the United
States.



